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Samsung 860
• 100 Anytime Minutes
• Unlimited Incoming Minutes
• 1000 Nights & Weekends (8 p.m.-7 a.m.) (Friday 8 p.m. to Monday 7 a.m.)
• 100 Minutes — Canadian Long Distance
• Free Caller Ring Tunes**

• Free Mobile Browser™***

Bonus:  Free DVD Player (Value $200) While quantities last.

Local calls only. Additional long-distance charges are $0.30 per minute Canada to Canada and/or Canada to USA. Roaming charges and taxes are extra. Additional minutes are $0.30 per minute. Offer ends December 30, 2005. Available with new activations* only. Applies to long-distance calls originating in Canada and
terminating in Canada. Regular air-time charges apply. **Subscription includes 1 free Caller Ring Tune per month. Allow up to 90 minutes after activation for Caller Ring Tune to play. Caller Ring Tunes expire every 90 days. ***Unlimited 1X coverage and 100 Mobile Browser minutes in digital coverage areas. Additional
minutes are $0.25 per minute. Customers who activate on 1, 2 or 3 year service agreements will receive unlimited local calling for 2, 4 or 6 months respectively. Long distance, roaming and taxes extra. Unlimited incoming text messaging does not include Premium Text Messaging. Ask in-store for details. Available upon
activation on a 3-yr term on a consumer voice rate plan of at least $35/month. One DVD player per customer (1 DVD Player per Family Share account); while quantities last.

Great Holiday Gifts!
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DIGGING IN.  NEW PLOWS, SANDERS HELP CITY WITH MAJOR SNOWSTORM. A3SSPPEECCTICKER...

GARY YOKOYAMA, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Disappointed city staff and volunteers remove the festive balloons that were no longer needed in council chambers.

$835m Games would
have left a lasting
sports legacy. A11

Bid loss is huge blow 
to ambitious plan 

for revitalizing city. A10

JILTED
Girl, 14,

faces
murder
charge

Toddler found
dead in home

BY PAUL LEGALL

WELL AND ✦ A 14-year-old
girl has been charged with first-
degree murder in the mysterious
death of a three-year-old boy
whose body was removed from
a Welland foster home that
housed troubled teenagers.

Niagara police have released
little information about the
girl, except to say she was ar-
rested at the sprawling foster
home on Frazer Street North.

Vince Silvestri, who owns
Silvestri Sports on Main Street
West, said he saw police es-
corting a middle-aged woman
and teenage girl out of the two-
storey house some time after 
9 a.m., yesterday. 

They were taken away in a
police cruiser.

“The girl was crying as she
walked with the older woman,”
he said at his shop yesterday. 

At 8.20 a.m., about an hour
earlier, police and emergency
workers had entered the home
and discovered the young boy,
who was taken to hospital with
no vital signs.

He was pronounced dead at
the Welland hospital.

The child’s body has been
taken to the Hamilton General
Hospital for a post mortem ex-
amination. The autopsy will be
conducted today.

About four hours later, police
issued a press release describ-
ing the death as suspicious and
saying a 14-year-old girl had
been taken into custody.

BOY: A8

Yule
dinner

in a 
box

It’s 4 p.m. on Christmas Day.
With dinner scheduled for

five, it’s time to put on the
turkey. And the ham. And the
potatoes. And the stuffing,
vegetables and dessert. 

Welcome to the new seasonal
feast — Christmas in a box. 
Already prepared by profes-
sional chefs, all you have to do
is heat it through.

The feast without fuss comes
in a cardboard “suitcase’’ you
pick up at the restaurant the
day before. 

The version prepared by
Burlington’s Pepperwood
Restaurant is a roasted 5.5-kilo-
gram turkey, a Virginia ham
with orange-flavoured Jack
Daniel’s glaze, garlic mashed
potatoes, savoury stuffing,
gravy, fresh vegetables, and
warm apple-and-cranberry
bread pudding. 

It feeds eight to 10 people for
$179 plus tax — roughly $20 a
head. 

Why would anyone don an
apron again?

Enjoying meals prepared by
upscale restaurants in the com-
fort of home is a growing trend in
Canada. These days, it is per-
fectly acceptable to host a dinner
party without preparing dinner. 

DINNER: A8

CRIME

Commonwealth Games Canada courted Hamilton a year ago.
It left the city at the altar yesterday.

REBECCA FIELD JAGER

Let chefs do
all the work

A  S T O R Y  

O F  H O P E  

A N D  S U R V I V A L :

G o 4 - 5

Refuge:

BY STEVE BUIST

Hamilton delegates watched in
stunned silence yesterday as Halifax
was named Canada’s Commonwealth
Games choice just a year after the
nomination was promised to this city.

City officials have confirmed that
Hamilton was asked in November

2004 by the president of the Com-
monwealth Games Canada board of
directors to act as Canada’s represen-
tative to host the 2014 Games.

The explosive revelation came hours
after Halifax was unanimously recom-
mended over Hamilton, Ottawa and
York Region at a ceremony in down-
town Toronto.

David Adames, one of the vice-chairs
of Hamilton’s 2014 Commonwealth
Games bid committee and executive di-
rector of Tourism Hamilton, said the
city was approached 13 months ago by
Claude Bennett, Commonwealth
Games Canada (CGC) president.

GAMES: A10
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TAYLOR SPECIALS

w

ww.taylorchrysler.com

2004 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GTP

2003 FORD F150 XL

**Applicable taxes, licence & administration fees are additional.

$22,888

Green, 3.8L V6, power heated, leather seats,
heads up dsplay, power sunroof, power

windows, locks and seats, chrome 
whls, loaded. Only 21,000kms

Stk#58067A

Reg cab, short box pick-up. 
Champagne, 4.6L V8, air,
bedliner, AM/FM/CD,
chrome bumbers,
cloth bench. 
Only 41,700 kms
Stk#59118A

**

$14,495 **

When you need to hire, and hire fast,
call 905-526-3200.

To place your ad, talk to one of our employment specialists today.

2388 Fairview St.
(west of Guelph Line) 

BURLINGTON

KEYBOARDS 
From

$16799

(905) 639-4465
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Shop on-line at www.YAMAHAMUSICCENTRE.com

Open Sundays
12:00 - 4:00pm

This Holiday Season...Give the Gift of Music

A Yamaha Clavinova Digital Piano

YEAR END
CLEARANCE 

SALE
THIS WEEKEND ONLY

YAMAHA

DIGITAL
PIANOS

From
$139999

OPEN 
WEEKNIGHTS 

‘TIL 9PM, 

SUNDAY 10AM-5PM730 Upper James St., Hamilton
between Fennell & Mohawk
Mon - Fri 10am-9pm, Sat & Sun 10am-5pm
www.foreverprecious.com
Sale Conducted by Total Liquidators

Forever Precious
....Creators of Fine Jewellery

CONTENTS:
• Diamond Dinner Rings • Diamond Wedding Bands  • Genuine Precious
Gemstone Rings • Men's Gold and Diamond Rings • Diamond Pendants 

• Diamond Earrings • Wedding Bands • Diamond Tennis Bracelets  
• Brand Name Watches • 10K, 14K, 18K Chains & Bracelets  • Charms 

• Sterling Jewellery • Store Fixtures and Jewellery Displays

EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD!
With Guaranteed Lowest Prices

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOREVER PRECIOUS CLOSING

Hurry in for best selection and price on 
Diamond Engagement Rings and Anniversary Bands!
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One of each with coupon. 
While Quantities Last Expires: Dec. 24

OM Collectibles
BEST SELECTION & BEST PRICES IN TOWN

Mon-Wed 9:00-8, Sat 9:00-6
Thurs & Fri 9:00-9, Sun11-4

NEW
Christmas

Hours:

299 Ottawa St. N. Hamilton 
(905) 312-9221

H
08

79
41

1

ITALIAN 
CHARMS 

$199
ea

18K GOLD CHARMS
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

at the same price

Cherished Teddies
Family Series

$5ea

SSPPEECCTICKER... DEFICIT REDUCTION.  GROUP WANTS CANDIDATES TO PROTECT PRIVATE PENSIONS. A15

Continued from A1
“We call it drop off catering,”
said Stephen Bell, a partner in
Pepperwood Restaurants. 

“When people entertain,
they don’t want the hassle of
cooking, but they may want to
do a bit of the work themselves
so they feel like they’ve con-
tributed to the meal. With drop
off catering, we provide the
food but no chef or wait staff so
you get to serve it.”

For those who worry guests
might think you didn’t do
enough, a box with no label is
available.

“About 25 per cent of our cus-
tomers ask for this. They want
to make it look like they did
everything themselves.”

Offering a prepared Christ-
mas dinner is the brainchild of
Bell and his partner, Bill Leslie.
They came up with the idea four
years ago and sold about 40
boxes. The number has doubled
every year since.

“We get customers who are
having the family over but have
small kitchens or people who
would rather spend time with
their guests instead of cooking
all day. We also get a lot of re-
peat customers.”

One of them is Juno nominat-
ed blues singer Harrison
Kennedy, who lives in Hamilton

but doesn’t mind making the
trek to the Burlington restau-
rant to pick up the meal. A few
years ago, he ordered the dinner
as a gift for his mother. She died
last year, so this year he’s or-
dered it for his future mother-
in-law.

“It’s just such a nice way to
say ‘Thank you, I appreciate
everything you do all year long’,”
said Kennedy. “Usually moms
spend the whole day in the
kitchen making turkey and
everything. Don’t they deserve
to have Christmas, too?”

Apparently not. According to
a recent Butterball/Ipsos Reid
survey, the man cooks the bird
in only 17 per cent of Canadian
households. 

But for women, would
Christmas be Christmas with-
out slaving away all day? Isn’t
that part of the tradition?

“My mom loved the Pepper-
wood dinner,” laughed
Kennedy. “Giving it to some-

one, relieving a person of all
that work, is a great gift.”

Food expert and author of
Pantry Raid (Whitecap 2002,
$24.95), Dana McCauley said
drop off catering has been big
in the United States for the past
few years.

“In Texas, a restaurant called
Central Market offers a bunch
of different holiday menus to
chose from. Here, it’s slowly
but surely catching on.”

What are the pros and cons? 
“There are lots of benefits for

the cook. No shopping during
those busy days before the hol-
iday and no cleanup after-
wards.

“On the downside, you might
feel like you’re cheating. There
are no great smells in the house
all day and there may be less
leftovers. And, if you have a
family who is committed to a
certain way of making certain
dishes, they may be disap-
pointed. I suggest it for more
open-minded families.”

In terms of quality, Kennedy
happily vouched for the taste.

“I come from a family of
chefs and so there’s no way I
would serve anything that
wasn’t up to snuff.’’

rjager@thespec.com
905-526-3993 

DINNER: A great way to say thanksBOY: Looking for child’s parents
Continued from A1

In the late afternoon, Niagara
police issued a second press re-
lease saying the girl had been
charged with first-degree mur-
der. 

It’s the most serious crime in
the criminal code. To convict
her, the Crown must prove she
killed the child in a planned and
deliberate act. 

Her identity is protected by
the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
It is Niagara’s 13th homicide of
the year.

At the time of the second
press release, police said they
were still trying to find the boy’s
natural parents and looking for
witnesses. Neighbours de-
scribed  the victim as a foster
child whom they had occasion-
ally seen  playing on the front
lawn in the summer time.

Silvestri said he didn’t realize
until yesterday that the middle-
aged woman was running a fos-
ter home in the building. He
said he had seen up to five chil-
dren of all ages on the property
last summer and assumed they
were all part of a large family. He
also saw a man cutting the grass
and doing chores around the
house.

The current owners appar-
ently snapped up the house at
an estate sale after the previous

owner, Yolanda Duchesneau,
passed away about two years
ago.

Bill Merritt, who lives on
Frazer Street North with his
wife and daughter, said police
told him a homicide had oc-
curred in the house when they
questioned him yesterday
morning.

He didn’t learn until several
hours later, when he went out to
put up his Christmas lights,
that the victim was a three-
year-old and a teenager had
been charged.

He said the new owners had
been in the house for about a
year-and-a-half and took in
“foster children from time to
time.” But he wasn’t aware of
the young boy and didn’t know
anything about the accused.

“I never saw a lot of comings
and goings,” he said. 

He first sensed something bad
had happened when he saw the
ambulance leaving the house at
about 8.45 a.m.

“It’s pretty upsetting and dis-
turbing,” said Merritt.

A neighbour, who identified
himself only as “Ray,” said he
met three female residents of
the foster home while walking
his dog Bear last summer. The
girls — all teenagers — had a
small dog of their own called

Freddie and they struck up a
conversation about their pets. 

He said the girls told him they
were from out of town and had
been placed in the home be-
cause they were “troubled”.

He had also spoken to the
woman who ran the foster
home. He didn’t know her name
but described her as a “nice la-
dy.” He had also seen a man
tending the garden during sum-
mer. He didn’t know their rela-
tionship.

“I never saw anything happen
that was untoward or nasty,”
said the 52-year-old neighbour
who lives in a second-floor
apartment nearby .

“The most I saw was a water
fight in the back yard (among
the three girls). It was a heat
wave.”

Two Niagara police cruisers
have been guarding the house
since the child was removed
yesterday.

The building is surrounded
with yellow police tape and
none of the occupants will be
allowed inside until the investi-
gation is complete.

Police said the girl is expected
to make a first appearance in
court today.

plegall@thespec.com
905-526-3385

Haldimand MD awaits
results of hearing

BY DANA BORCEA

Lawyers for a Haldimand doctor
accused of incompetence and
misconduct painted a picture of
a dedicated physician whose de-
tractors set out to build an un-
warranted case against her.

They made their comments
on the last day of a three-week
disciplinary hearing for Dr.
Roya Yar at the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of On-
tario in Toronto Wednesday.

Yar’s troubles started in Sep-
tember 2004 when she was sus-
pended and evicted from her
office at the West Haldimand
General Hospital. 

She said she was not given an
explanation for the suspension
or a proper hearing. 

In January, Yar was reinstated
by the hospital’s board with a
provision she update her emer-
gency room skills.

After she appealed the re-
training condition, the hospital
countered by filing allegations
of incompetence to the college.

The conflict between the
doctor and the hospital’s board
struck a chord with area resi-
dents, who worried that ten-
sions at the hospital might scare
off new recruits and exacerbate

doctor shortages.
Their concerns prompted lo-

cal MPP Toby Barrett to ask the
Ministry of Health to investi-
gate Yar’s case.

The resulting fact-finding re-
port exposed mismanagement
at the hospital and criticized its
CEO who was let go. 

Wednesday, the prosecution
urged the four-member college
panel to consider its allegations
of Yar’s misconduct and incom-
petence independent of the po-
litical controversy swirling
around the hospital. 

“Whether (Yar) was given due
process by the hospital is irrele-
vant,” said college prosecutor
Carolyn Silver in her closing re-
marks. She described focusing
on hospital tensions a “red her-
ring.”

The prosecution built its case
around two instances in which
Yar allegedly failed to follow
protocol when ordering the ad-
ministration of a powerful clot-
busting drug as well as seven
other incidents it argued proved
a “serious communication
problem” on Yar’s part.

Yar’s lawyer countered that
the issue of hospital politics was
not a distraction but necessary
in establishing context.

Paula Trattner argued that it
would not be difficult to build a
case against most doctors with a
new practice by going back
through three years of their files.

“One could probably do it for
virtually every doctor in On-
tario,” she said, adding the col-
lege had failed to produce a sin-
gle patient complaint against
her client.

Between her family practice
and emergency room rounds,
Yar sees more than 2,500 pa-
tients a year.

Yar was advised by her
lawyers to not speak with the
media. 

A few days earlier, her hus-
band Qasim, described the alle-
gations against his wife as “ad-
ministration-driven, not pa-
tient driven.”

Yar’s husband was forced to
share his office with his wife af-
ter she was evicted from her
own. “Our life has been turned
upside down,” he said. “The re-
sults will speak for themselves.”

Yar may face fines or suspen-
sion if found guilty of miscon-
duct or incompetence. The de-
cision is likely in the new year.

dborcea@thespec.com
905-526-3214

RON POZZER, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Lieut. Atif Rasul Butt, 27, accepts a plaque honouring his efforts
with the Canadian military in helping the people of Afghanistan.
Mayor Larry Di Ianni attended the City Hall ceremony.

AIDING AFGHANISTAN: Hamilton recognizes soldier

The man cooks the

bird in only 17 per

cent of Canadian

households.

A8-JT #


